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To his Honoured Friend 
M* ALICE ALLEN, Widow. 


HE Sermon which follows, when 1 firſt com- 

poſed it, Was never intend: d-for the F refs : 
I am very ſenſible of its defe&ts, and that it is very 
ort of that Argument of which it treats : The Cha- 
rafter which T bave given of your late Fiusband des 
ceaſed, falls ſhort alſo of that excellent man. It was a 
trouble to me that it fell to my ſhare to perform this 
laſt office. For though no man loved or eſteemed the 
good man more than [ aid, Jeri here were many that 
could have done him greater right. However, ſince it 
Was your pleaſure to deſire it, 1 thought it became me 
not to diſpute the matter : And ſmce what I did was 
accepted, and I was deſired to make it publick, I was 
willing to comply, m hopes that ut might do ſome good : 
T know very well that a great example of Piety hath a 
conſiderable influence : And though I do not pretend to 

2ive the juſt and full Character of our deceaſed Friend; 
yet, T hope, what is ſaid, may be of ſome uſe to recom- 
mend ſubſtantial and unaffefied Piety to mankind. If 
it gain this effeft, T ſhall think my ſelf abundantly re- 

warded, and ſhall have great cauſe to bleſs God for it. 
I am very ſenſible how great a loſs the death of ſuch 
a man is to the Publick, how great to my ſelf, and how 
A 3 grievous 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


grievous to you bis departure hence was. But we are to 
ſubmit to the will and wiſdom of God. He lived to good 
purpoſe and to a good old age; He is placed above Con- 
tingencies, and is out of the reach of Evil. He glori- 

ed God on the earth, and is now paſſed into the glory 
above. We may mourn for our ſelves, and at the ſame 
time ought not to forget to give God hearty thanks for 
his great goodneſs to him ; we are to improve our loſs 
as well as to bear it with patience. And the hope we 
have of Heaven will be able to ſuſtain us ; and if we 
cheriſh and increaſe this hope in our ſelves, we are cer- 
tain that whatever befals us will advance us toward 
that bleſſed ſtate. Tf we be good our ſelves "twill not 
be in the power of any evil to render us miſerable ; if 
we be not, nothing will make us happy. 

But I need not tell you this,who have of a long time 
been a Diſciple and follower of Jeſus, and have made a 
Wiſe choice of that better part which ſhall never be 
taken from you. 

This following Diſcourſe belongs to you. T deſire your 
ecceptance of it as a teſtimony of the honour I preſerve 
for the memory of your deceaſed Husband. I am: 


Your molt aſſured Friend 


and' Servant, 


RICHARD KIDDER: 


in St. Paul's Church- Yard. 


Perſwaſtve to Peace and Unity, among 
Chriſtians, notwithſtanding their dit- 


terent Apprehenſions in leſſer things. 
Otavo. 

A ſerious and friendly Addreſs to the Non- 
Conformiſts, beginning with the Anabaptiſts : 
or an Addition to the Perſwaſiye to Peace and 
Unity. Ofavo. 

The Grand Error of the Quakers detefted 
and confuted , ſhewing bow they contradict 
God's method of directing men to Salvation, 
by following that Light within, which comes 
by outward teaching, by their dire&ting them 
to ſeek it by following that Light within, 
which is wrought without external reaching 
by the Scriptures, or by nien, wherein thoſe 
things are conſidered likewiſe which have be- 
tray'd them into deluſion. Ofavo. 

The Myſtery of Iniquity unfolded ; or the 


falſe Apoſtles and the Authors of Popery com- 
pared 


Books written by M* W;l;am Allen, 
lately Deceaſed, and Printed for 
Walter Kettilby at the Biſhop's-Head 


—— 


Books Written by Mr. Allen. 


ared 1n their ſecular deſign and means of ac- 
compliſhing ic, bycorrupting the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion under pretence of promoting it. 08. 

Animadverſions on that part of Mr. R. Fer- 
guſon's Book, Inticuled The Intereſt of Reaſon in 
Relizion, which treats of Juſtification : In a 
Letter to a Friend. O&favo. - 

A Practical Diſcourſe of Humility. O&. 

The Chriſtians Juſtification ſtated. Shew- 
ing how the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Go- 
{pel-Covenant, Faith, and God himſelf, do 
operate to our Juſtification. Ofave. 

A Diſcourle of Divine Aſſiſtance, and the 
raethod thereof : ſhewing what aſſiſtance men 
receive from God in performing the condition 
of the Promiſe of Pardon of lin and eternal 
Life. 0&avo. 

Catholiciſm, or ſeveral Enquiries touching 
Viſible Church-member-ſhip, Church-Com- 
munion, the nature of Schiſm ; and the ule- 
fulneſs of National Conſtitutions for the fur- 
therance of Religion. Ofavo. | 

Of the ſtate of the Charch. in future Ages ; 
or an Inſpe&ion into the Divine Prophecies, 
touching the ſtate of the Church ia the latter 
Ages of the World. OXfavo. 
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Heb. xii. v. 14. 


For bere we bave no continuing City, 
but we ſeek one to come. 


theſe Words, we ſhall do well to look 

back to the ninth Verſe of this Chap- 
ter. There the Divine Author of this Epi- 
le warns the Hebrews not to be carried about 
with diverſe and ſtrange Doftrines: They would 
be ſollicited by their Countrymen, the Jews, 
to fall back to Judaiſm, and to entertain the 
Doctrines and Obſervances of the Moſaical 
Law, and of thoſe who adhered to it. He 
tells them that it i a good thing that the heart be 
eftabliſhed with Grace : That is, that the mind 
or ſoul ſhould be refreſhed and nouriſhed with 
B thoſe 


F* R the better diſcerning the occaſion of 
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thoſe Spiritual and Evangelical Doctrines, 


concerning, the Pardon. of Sin, and Eternal 
Life, &c. which were made known to them 
by Jeſus Chriſt : As for Meats, about which 
the Law of Moſes gave particular directions, 
and eſpecially the portions of the Victims 
which were aſſigned by that Law to the Prieſt 
or People, however they had been trained up 
in thole Obſervances, yet it is manifeſt they 
have not profited them that have been occupied there- 
in. That is, they have not been rendred bet- 
ter by theſe Meats who have been, according 


to the Law, uſed to them. 
It follows, v. 10. We have an Altar whereof: 


they have no right to eat, which ſerve the Tabernacle. 
By Altar here is meant the Viftim, or Sacrifice : 
- And this.is evident from the Words. For"we 


cannot. be ſaid to eat of the Altar any other» 


wiſe than as we eat a portion-of the Sacrifice 
'which was offered upon the Altar. Thus St. 


i Cor. 9.13« 


iO. 18, 


Paul tells us, that they which miniſter about holy 
things live. of the Temple ;- and they which wait at 
the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar. Again, 
Are not they which eat of the Sacrifices Partakers of 


the Altar? The meaning of the Words then is 


this, That we, that are Chriſtians, are nor in- 
deed without a Sacrifice, the great propitiato- 
. : ry. 
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ry Sacrifice of Chriſt offered upon the Croſs, 
the Antitype of the greater expiatory Sacrifi- 
ces among the Jews, under the Law of Moſes : 
But then the Jews, that ſerve the Tabernacle, i. e. 
who adhere to the Judaical Rites and Obſer- 
vances ; eſpecially the ſervice of Sacrifices, 
which -was annexed to the Tabernacle, and 
was typical of what was to be fulfilled by the 
Meſſias. The Jews, I ſay, who continue o to 
do, have no right to the benefits of this Sacri- 
fice : They embrace the Shadow when the 
Subſtance is exhibited, and by doing ſo, ex- 
clude themſelves from any advantage from 
this more excellent Sacrifice. 

For the more fully comprehending this 
whole matter, and the deſign of che Divine 
Author of this Epiſtle, in chis Diſcourſe of 
his, it is tobe remembred that under the Law 
of Moſes there were ſeveral ſorts of Vidtims 
or Sacrifices preſcribed. There were Holz» 
cauſts, or whole Burnt-Offerings, which were in- 
tirely conſumed upon the Altar, of which no 
portion was allowed either to the Prieſt or Of- 
ferer. This was intirely God's, and conſequent- 
ly the whole was conſumed. There' were 0- 
fu which were Treſpaſs or Sin-Offerings, 
where a portion as allowed tq be eaten J 
Mo B 2 th 
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the Prieſt that ſerved the Tabernacle, but no 
part tothe Offcrer. There were a third ſore 
of Offerings, commonly called Peace Offer- 
ings, where part was burnt on the Altar, part 
allowed to the Prieſt, and another portion to 
the Offerer. Here God had his part, which 
was offered on the Altar ; The Prieſt had his, 
and the People theirs. And though generally 
ſpeaking, the Prieſt was allowed to eat a part 
of the Sin-Offerings, yer fo it was, that there 
were ſome of them, out of which the Prieſt 
who miniſtred and ſerved the Tabernacle, 
was not allowed to eat any part, and they 
were the Sin-Offerings which were offered on 
the great Day of Expiation, and all thoſe 
Sacrifices, the Blood whereof was brought in- 
to the SanEtuary, and the Fleſh of them burnt 
without the Camp. Theſe laſt were the moſt 
eminent Types of the Death of Chriſt, who 
was ſacrificed for us, and the Correſpondence 
between theſe and Chriſt's Death is very re- 
markable. Theſe things being premilſed, I 
proceed to ſhew how the Divine Author of 
this Epiſtle, does from the cxconomy of the 
Moſaical Law concerning theſe Sacriftces, 
prove that thoſe who fell back to Judaiſm in 
this matter, rendred themſelves uncapable = 

| c 
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Chrift. And thus he proceeds. 

For the bodies of thoſe beaſts whoſe blood is 
brought into the Sanftuary by the High Prieſt for 
Sin, are burnt without the Camp. Theſe words 
give us an account of the practice of the Jews, 
under the Law of Moſes, viz, That for thoſe 
Sin-Offeriogs, the blood. whereof was brought 
into- the Sanctuary, no portion of the. fleſh 
was allowed to be eaten by the Prieſt or Peo- 
ple, but it was to be intirely conſumed with- 
out the Camp: of thele Offerings they had 
no right to eat, who ſerved the Sanctuary. 


Thus it was in the Type. Let us ſee how it * 


was with the Antitype. 

Wherefore Jeſus alſo, that he might ſanFifie the 
people with bis own blood, ſuffered without the gate. 
By ſanCtifying the. people is meant the making 
Expiation or Atonement for them ; the clean- 


ſing them from their ſin. By one Offering be Heb. 1c. 
hath perfefted for ever them that are ſan#tified. '4, 29+ 


This: he did: with his own blood; The Aaroni- 
cal Prieſt did it with the blood .of the Victim. 
And that Jeſus might anſwer-to the Type (that 
ſo there might: a better agreement berween 
the Type and the Antitype) he ſuffered 


without the gate. In this he anſwered exactly 
oY 


V. 
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' the benefits of the Sacrifice of the Death of © 
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der - that it- is-our: Lot- inithis Werld to meet 


to the Sacrifice for fin, which was burnt with- 
out the Camp. For certain it is that the City 
of Jeruſalem anſwered to the Camp of 1/rael 
during: the ſojourning of that people. That 
which was to be done without the Camp they 
were afterwards obliged to do without the 
gate of the City. The carrying of the Fleſh 
of the Sin-Offering out of the Camp was an 
incimation that it was impure, and looked on 
as an accurſed and unclean thing : In confor- 
mity to which, our Jeſus, who was made a 
Curle for us, ſuffered without the Gate of the 


| City. 


Let us go forth therefore unto him without the 
Camp, bearing his reproach. q. d. Let us now, 
after ſuch an example, imitate our Lord Je- 
ſus. Let us not only forſake the Judaical Ob- 
ſervances, which were Types now fulfilled 
in Him ; but be it ſo that we are excluded 
from Communion with our fellow Citizens, 
and deprived of our Eaſe and worldly Adyan- 
rages : yet let us conſider what Indignities Je- 
ſus endured, and not refuſe thoſe Sufferings 
which he underwent. And though it may 


| ſeem hard to be deprived of our Country and 


Eaſe, yet we that are Chriſtians: muſt conli-+ 


with 
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ha 7 
with theſe Evils, and that our happinels lies 
in reverſion in the next. 
' - For here we have no continuing City, but we ſeek », | 4 


one to come. In which words I do obſerve, 
Firſt, The condition of Chriſtians in this 
World. Flere we have no continuing City. 
Secondly, Their endeavour after a better 
condition, But we ſeek one to come. 

Firſt, We have laid before us the condition 
of Chriſtians in this World. For here we have no 
continuing City ; This is a Truth which is evi- 
dent at firft ſight, it needs no proof: I ſhall 
not therefore inſiſt upon it. This we may 
learn without a Text or Preacher. We dye 
dayly, and we are-hurried from place to place 
whiles we live here. The firſt Inhabirants of 
the World indeed made a long ſtay in it. It 
was fit that that new Plantation ſhould have 
Inhabitants that might ſtay a longer time to. 
cultivate and repleniſh it. It was then per- 
haps hardly known that the Son dyed a natu- 
ral death before his Father. Their time was 
generally drawn out tea great extent. And 
they of all men ſeemed to havea continuing 
Ciry upon Earth. But yet they dyed at laſt, 
and made it- evident that this lower World 
was never intended for their conſtant place of 


abode. Ic 
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In after times che ages of men were contract- 

ed, and we read of Abraham that be ſojourned in the 

Heb. 11. 9, Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange (ountry, dwelling in 
10. Tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, &c. and that 
he looked for a City which hath foundations, whoſe 

builder and maker i God. Thoſe holy men of old 


Earth. And by doing ſothey acknowledged that 
they had here no continuing City : For they that 
ſay ſuch things ,declare plamly that they ſeek a Country. 
So that this Truth was underſtood before the 
Holy Scriptures were written. Thoſe holy men 
livd much longer than we do; bur they ſtill 
eſteemed themlelves but as Sojourners in the 
World, and not only becauſe they had left 
their Native Countries, thicher they might 
have returned, but would have been but So- 
v. 15,16. journers ſtil] : Bur they defired a better Country, 
that is an heavenly. | 
The truth is, we are in this World as in an 
Inn, and Paſlage to our future, and endleſs 


V. 14+ 


one many times it is: we deceive our ſelves 
if we think to dwell and abide here, our 
journeys end lies further, and I may well be- 

Micah 2.10. ſpeak you in the Prophet's words, Ariſe ye and 
depart, far this is not your reſt. 


Indeed 


v. 13. confeſſed that they were Strangers and Pilgrims on the * 


State: our life is but a travel, and a very ſore . 
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Indeed the firſt Chriſtians found this true in 
an high degree, when the Apoſtle could ſay, 
even unto this preſent hour we both hunger and thir$, \ Cor. 4.11, 
and are naked,and are buffeted, 421548, and have 
no certain dwelling place. 


Incerti quo fata ferant, ubt ſiſtere detur. 


And thoſe holy men did accordingly live in 
the World. They conſ1dered that it was not 
their place of reſt , and therefore they uſed it 
as if they uſed it not, and had their conyerſa- 
tions in Heaven. 

We are indeed declined much, and have 
but little more lefe among us than the 
name of Chriſtians : we live as if we had 
here a continuing City ; we trade and traffick, 
we purchaſe and we build, we deſign, and 
contrive, and beſtir our ſelves, as if we were 
to ſtay here always, and did not ſo much as 
delign any thing beyond this Life. We are 
very diligent in our purſuit of our worldly de- 
figns ; upon that ſcore we ſweat and toil, pro- 
je&t and deſign, and weary out our ſelves, 
when in the mean time we live in neglect of 
that City which is to come. 

How happy were it for us that we lived as 
thoſe that believe they have here no — 

* C | a 
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al City. How much would this difintangle 
us from our worldly cares, and our great anxi- 
eties ? We ſhould neicher mourn, as men with- 
out hope, for our loſles, nor yet be vainly 
tranſported with our proſperous ſucceſſes : 
we {hould in great meaſure be rid of the evils 
of this life, and in a greater preparation for a 
better. But this is not that which I mainly 
deſigned to diſcourſe of when I made choice 
of theſe words: I proceed to conlider, 

Secondly, The Chriſtians endeavour aſter a 
better condition. But we ſeek one to come. 

For my better proceeding [ ſhall con(ider, 

I. The deſcription of that better conditi- 
on: It is a City, and a continuing City, though it 
be to come. 

ff. The condition on our part toward the 
obtaining it, we muſt ſeek, 

III. The application of the whole. 

I. The deſcription of that berrer condition 
which we hope for ; It is a City, a continuing 
City, though indeed it be to come. 

A City it is, and not a barren and waſt wil- 
derneſs , like this World that is full of hurtful 
and wild Beaſts. I isthe receptacle of thoſe 
bleſſed Souls that are at perfe& freedom 
and liberty from their follies , and from 


their 
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cheir pains; and not a Cage or Priſon of 
unclean and miſerable creatures. , It is not 
a walt piece of ground without Inhabi- 
rants, bur it_is repleniſhed with an innumerable 
company of Angels and the general aſſembly of the i 
Church of the firſt-born. We have a large de- Wl 
{cription of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, that great 
and holy City which deſcends from Heaven : 
This is the place in which God dwells; The 
glory of God is here , and the Lord God Almighty 9: 22: 1h 
and the Lamb are the temple of it. This City 
has no need of Sun or Moon, for the glory of God ,, > 5 
lightens it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And 
here are all thoſe bleſled Souls that have fol- ; 
lowed the Lamb, and continued conſtant to f 
him to the death. Here are all che holy Pa- 4 
triarchs and Prophets, Martyrs and Confeſ- & 
ſors, the glorious Company of the Apoſtles. Fo 
And not only theſe, but ( thanks be to God 
for it) 'a great multitude which no man can number, Rey. 9. gi 
of all Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and 
Tongues — with white robes and palms in their hands. 
Bleſſed be God, Heaven will receive all good 
ſouls, though they were not digaified and ad- 
vanced to be Prophets or Apoſtles. And 
theſe holy ſouls are before the throne of God, and 
ſerve him day and night in his temple 3 and be that 15, 16, 17. 
C 2 ſitteth 


Rey. 21. 10: 
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Heh. 11.10, 


Rey. 21.19. 


fateth on the throne ſhall dwell among them, They 
all hunger no more, neitber thirſt any more, neither 
ſhall the Sun light on them, nor any beat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, and 
hall lead them unto living fountains of waters, 
and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
Such a City is the City of God, and the Jeru- 
alem that is above. That is the place of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, of great and inflamed 
Charity and good Will. There Juſtice and 
Truth, Righteouſneſs and Peace mutually 
embrace one another. "There is no breaking 
in or going out, no complaining in thoſe 
ſtreets. None of the hurries nor the cries, 
the labour and the toil which our earthly Ci- 
ties are troubled withal. 

But it is a Continuing City allo, and this 
ought to recommend it to us: ſuch a City 
as Abraham by faith had the expeCation of. 
For be looked for a City which bath foundations, whoſe 
builder and maker is God. We: have indeed: an 


account of the foundations of the heavenly Je- 


ruſalem in the Apocalypſe. We ſhall no long-. 


er be perſecuted from City to City, no longer 
be diſturb'd in our poſſeſſions, and forced to 
quit our habitations, no longer be diſturb'd 
and-affrightedby. our enemies, as. we are in- 
QUr. 
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our Cities here below : where many times the 
Watchman waketh but in vain, and he al- 
ways does ſo unleſs the Lord keep the City. 
Here we are forced to be upon our guard, 
and we have our enemies within and withour. 
'Tis otherwiſe in the heavenly Jeruſalem. The 
gates of it ſhall not be ſhut at all by day. And 
that is enough as to this City ; for there ſhall be 
no night there. There will be a perpetual 
peace and aſſurance for ever. There will be 
a conſtant ſhine withour ſo much as the ap- 
pearance of a cloud, no evil Zealors within, 
nor Armies without , to- give us any care or 
trouble. We ſhall be for ever ſecure, not from 
evil only, but from. evil tydings roo; Our 
hope will be ſwallowed up in fruition, and all 
our uneaſie fears will be baniſhed for ever. In 
a word, we ſhall dwell with God, and ſhall 
for ever be with: the Lord. 

It is true- indeed , that this glorious ſtate is: 
to come : It is at ſome diſtance, and lies be- 
yond this World, and- this frail and mortal 
Life. We muſt paſs through a howling de- 
fart before we come at that good land. Burt 
then ſtill we have ſome fore-taſtes of the plea-- 
{ant fruits of. that Country here, and may take: 
x proſpect of. it, and a. Piſgah fight, and a 

well. 
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Luk. 13.24+ 


*Emtnre, 
Matth.6.32. 
Luk. 12.30, 


well aflured:that in God's good time we ſhall 
be received into a full fruition of it, if we 
continue in well doing and faint not. Ithere- 
fore proceed to conlider, 

II. The condition on our part towards the 
obtaining it, We muſt ſeek—We ſeek one to come. 

We render it ſeek, but it is a compound 
Verb, and is. oblerved to ſignifie to ſeek ear- 
neſtly, and vehemently ro purſue what we 
profels to ſeek for. *Tis Bt, which the 
Latin renders by inquirimus : And 'twill be 
worth our while to conſider the uſe of the 
word elſewhere, that we may the better learn 
our duty in this matter. Our Saviour tells us 
that many ſhall ſeek to enter in at the ftraic 
gate and ſhall not be able, and therefore puts 
us upon. ftriving to enter in. St. Luke ules 
the ſimple Verb there, and it is hence evi- 
dent that the word in my Text implies more 
than that word does, though we render them 
both alike. This word in my Text is uſed 
in the Goſpels, and from the uſe of it there we 
may well interpret it in this place. Our Savi- 
our commands his Diſciples to take no thought 
for meat, or drink, or clothing (For after. all 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek) ſays our Saviour. 

This kind of ſeeking is required of us; if 
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ever we would <ajoy this City which is to 
come, we mult {eek as men have done for 
food and rayment, for the neceflaries of life. 
We muſt not think to get thither with a few 
cold and formal Prayers, and that a profeflion 
of the true faich alone will ſecure us of it. We 
mult ſwear, and labour, and ſeek after ir, as 
we do for our daily bread. We muſt ſeek as 
for ſilver, and ſearch as for hid treaſures. We 
mult ule violence and force upon the King- 
dom of Heaven, and *twill well become us 
to uſe the ſame diligence which other men uſe 
for Dignities and Wealth. Our endeayours 
afrer Heaven muſt be very diligent, and the 
Holy Scriptures intimate no leſs when they 
exprels it by words which import the greatelt 
labour and caution : Thus we know tit is ex- 
prels'd by fightmg, and runming, and ftriving, 
and giving all diligence, by words that do im» 


port great earneſineſs and contention of 


mind. 

And as the word imports thus much, ſo 
does the reward, which we labour for, exa& 
it at our hands.. *Tis for a City, and a cons 
tinuing one ; *Tis that when we are ſtripped 
of all our properties, turn'd out of this earths 
ly. Tabemacle, that we may haye an ever-- 
| + laſting: 
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laſting habitation, that we may live happ.ly ly 
and live for ever. If life and peace, it un- 
ſpeakable joys at God's right hand, if an E- 
ternity of all theſe fignifhes any hing , we 
have cauſe to labour and give all diligence, 
eſpecially when it is conlidered what pains we 
rake, and what difficulties we ſubmit to in the 
purſuit of honour and wealth, of ſenſual plea- 
ſures, and ſuch things as neither quiet our 
minds when we have obtained them, nor will 
abide with us for any confi derable time. 
Here's ſomething worth our contending for ; 
ſomething greater than'our eye hath ever ſeen, 
our ear hath heard, or our heart can compre- 
hend. . | Here's that which is worth our ftri- 
ving and conte: ding for : ſomething that will 
make amends, and more than that, for all our 
pain and labour. For if chere be any thing 
in the World that may attra&t, or command 
our application and endeavours, the ſame and 
a greater reaſon will move us here. We 
have here every thing that is great and good, 

that is beautiful 'and laſting in this continuing 
City to ingage our endeavours: And the ves 
ry hope.we haye of. Heaven is the greateſt 
treaſure that we, have inthe World. 

III. But I proceed tothe application of what 
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1. If we have no continuing City here, then 
ought we not to be much affeed with any 
thing that is here below : why ſhould welet our 
hearts go aſtray after thoſe things which we 
ſhall nor long enjoy ? We may trade indeed 

and traffick, we may buy and ſell, we may 
marry and pive in marriage, build and mer 
chandiſe, and continue in the ſeveral offices 
and imployments in which God hath ſer us : 
But we ought to remember that we ſhall not 
continue here for ever, and that the faſhion of 
this World paſſeth away. Let us then uſe the 
World as if we uſed it not. This is the uſe 
which the Apoſtle makes of this Conſiderati- 
on, But this, T ſay, Brethren, the time is ſhort, 1 Cor.7.29] 
it remaineth that both they that have Wives be as 33" 
though they had none, and they that weep as though 
they wept not, and they that rejoyce as though they 
rejoyced not, and they that buy as though they poſ- 
ſeſſed not, and they that uſe this World as not abuſing 
it ; for the faſhion of this World paſſeth away. We 
ought not to be much concerned for thoſe 
things that cannot concern or . affet us 
long. | 
\ 2- What our hand finds to do let us do it 
ſpeedily and with all our might. Our op- Eccl. g. 10. 
portunities will not continue for eyer. ThisI 
| D would 
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things thar axe eternal, thoſe joys that are at 


would exhort youto, eſpecially with reference 


to. your repentance toward God, and your 
charity toward your Brother. Tis great fol- 
ly to delay that which muſt be done, and 'tis 
lictle leſs than madnels to live in that ſtate in 
which we ſhould be loth to dye. 

3- Let us not be overmuch afflited for the 
geath of our Chriſtian Friends and Relatives. 
Their way lies farther as well as ours; we 
{hall not be long before we follow them ; we 
may as well mourn becauſe they were mor- 
tal, as mourn for their death ; there is nothing 
ſtrange in it, that hethat is mortal ſhould dye, 
any morethan that that which is brittle ſhould 
break. We are defigned for another and bet- 
ter World ; we are here upon tryal, and at 
the wilt of our Lord, we there fhall be with 
him for ever. Jeſ#s. could fay to his Diſciples, 
Ff ye lived me, ye would rejoyce becauſe T ſaid, T yo 
wato the Father. And he comforts his follow- 
ers with this, that in his fathers honſe were 
many manfions, and: that he was going 
to prepare a-place for them. 

4. Let us then be exhorted'to apply all our 
care and thoughts to. fecure ro-our felves the 
City that is to come. Let us afpire after thoſe 


God's 
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God's right hand for evermore. Let us turn 
all our ſorrows that way, and endeayour that 
all our afliftions may diſpoſe and prepare us 
for our everlaſting reſt. 

And methinks I ſhould need no other mo- 
tive than what my words lay before us, viz; 
that we have here no continuing City ; this 
is a yery powerful argument to perſwade tis 
to ſeek one to come. We have no aſſurance 
of our ſtay in this lower World, and it is 
therefore highly reaſonable that we ſhould 
make proviſion for our ſelves when this lower 
World ſhall know us no more. le is high time 
to conſider whither we ſhall go when we de- 
part this mortal life, which for what we can 
tell may be the next moment. 

Let us then, from the conſideration of the 
miſery and uncertainty of this World, be as 
wakened to a timely care of our eternal in- 
tereſt, Let the death of our friends awaken 
us to provide againſt our own : The pain of 
our Bodies and the loſs of our Goods excite tis 
to a greater care to make ſure of that bleſſed 
ſtate where all tears ſhall be wiped from our 
eyes, and labour and toil ſhall ceaſe for 
ever. 

It will not be long before we ſhall be trip- 
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ped of theſe Bodies, and divorced from theſe 


. comforts of life which now we pleaſe our 


Luke 16. 9. 


Heb. 4+ 1. 


ſelves withal : It is as much our Intereſt as it 
is our Duty to provide our ſelves a {hare and 
portion in-theſe heavenly Manſions. 

There is 'no example of mortality before 
our eyes, but preaches this doctrine to us. The 
World daily proclaims to us its own uncer- 
tainty, and we are aloud called upon to pro- 
vide that we may be receiv'd into everlaſting 
habitations. 

Now is the time of doing this; and if we 
delay it any longer *tis a peradventure whe- 
ther we ſhall ever do it or no. We are rieither 
ſure of our life, nor can we be certain that 
the Grace of God (if we now repulle it) will 
follow us iricliſtibly to our laſt breath. 

Life and death are before us, unſpeakable 
joys and everlaſting burnings. Let us ſhew 
our {clves wile,-and do good to qur ſelves; let 
us.no longer trifle,, but with. all - care and- di- 
ligence ,purſue heavenly things.:. I ſhall end 
all with. the words of the Author of this E- 


-piſtle, . Let a5 therefore fear, leſt ja promiſe being 


Leſt us of entring inte his veſt, any of you-ſhould ſeem 


to come fhort of it. 


It 
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| Ir maybe very jultly expected thar [ ſhould 


lay ſomething now of -our deceaſed Brother, 
and worthy Friend, Mr. William Allen, Upon 
whoſe account we are met together... 

We have great Caule to blels God: for. his 
mercies to him ; he is departed this life in his 
Faith and Fear; he is diſcharged from the 


coil and contingencies of this mortal life : And 
as he was a moſt conſpicuous example of - .- 
Chriſtian Vertues, ſo (I make no doubt) he . 
hath received a moſt glorious reward, and. is... 


paſſed into the City that continyes for. ever. 

[ do nor- intend to borrow. any; Topicks for 
his praiſe from his Country, or Deſcent, from 
his Quality or Rank as he, was a;Cigizen, of 
this grear City : | need not go ſo fargut of the 
way : He was valuable upon greater accounts 
than theſe : He was a Citizen of- a better Ci- 
ty, that of God: He was an old and faithful 
Diſciple of ; Jeſus, a great lover. of God and 
of Righteoulneſs, This is more than all his 
other Properties. - 

_*Tis Religion that exalts our \RLITN 


This is the great. ornament of humane kind.: 


"Tis this makes us like that God whom. we a- 
dore and whom. we praiſe. *Tis the. beſt of 
all our Titles, the higheſt of our Prerogatives, 


and. 
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and top of our Attainments. There is nothing 
that is fit co vye with this : antient Deſcent, 
depth of Learning, ſwelling Titles, large 
Poſleflions, Strength and Beauty, Craft and 
Subtlety, all theſe, and more than theſe, are, 
in compare with Piety and Goodneſs, lighter 
than Vanity. 

Our dear Friend was a great lover and moſt 
devout worſhipper of God. He did it in 
Publick, he did ic in his Family, he did it in 
his Cloſet. He did with great reverence at- 
rend upon the publick Prayers, hearing of che 
Wotd, arid frequently received the Holy Sa- 
crament. He taught his Children and Ser- 
vants to ſerve God : A crue Child of A4bra- 
ham the friend of God. He kept up a ſenſe of 
God in his Family , and had his retirements 
and holy privacies. 

He ſpent great portions of his time in retire- 
ment : He was a moſt diligent inquirer after 
truth : He ſought Wiſdom as Silver, and 
ſearched for her as for hid Treaſures : Nor 
did his labour prove in vain, for he did un- 
derſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God : God had given him a 
great and clear underſtanding, a ſolid judg- 
ment and ability ; and he improved his Talent 
to a very great purpoſe, He 


[ 
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He read the Holy Scriptures with wonders 
ful care and diligence, atfained to great un- 
derftanding of the more abſtruſe parts of 
them ; and chough he had not the advantage 
of the Learned Languages to dire him, yer 
by acquainting himſelf with thoſe who had, 
and by indefatigable diligence he did arrive to 
ſo great a meaſure of knowledge of thoſe things 
which they do contain, as would be very com- 
mendable in a well-ftudied Divine. 

He wrote ſeveral excellent Books that need 
no recommendation to the World : They 
are well known and well eſteemed, and the 
greateſt Clerk will have no cauſe to be aſham- 
ed to have them placed among the other An- 
thors with which he-ts furniſhed; 

The Arguments he choſe were weighty, 
and of great uſe to the World : He de- 
ſigned to dete& Iniquity, Enthufraſm, and 
Superſtition, which had corrupted the Reli- 
gion of Feſus : He perſwaded men to Unity 
and Peace, and to ſhun all Schiſm and Facti- 
on : He endeavoured to reduce thoſe who- 
were gone aſtray, to mind them of the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, and'to perſwade them to the 
profoundeft humility ;_ and to comfort good 
men. with a. juſt expeRation of the Church's 
emerging 
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phiſta So- 
crat. Apol, 


emerging from its ſtate of {1n and-milery into | 
a better condition. * Such were the arguments 
which this wiſe and good Man choſe. I may 
truly ſay of him what one of the Ancients 
ſays of Socrates, that he did not apply himſelf 
to trifling and leſs uſeful things 3 youTor ugmu 
oy mxn ughow, ap" 15 vdty eyepyor mois emaxpuiyois oivatmo. 
He promoted that knowledge which was like to have 
the greateſt efficacy upon men. g 

He menaged his 'Arguments with great 
judgment and Charity : He. ſpake the-cruth . 
in love. He did not contend for Victory, 
but Truth. His Writings {peak a right Chris 
ſtian Temper all along. He was no Gladia- 
tor in Theology , no lover of Theological 
Contentions : He had beaten his Sword into 
a Plough-ſhare, and his Spear into a Pruning» 
hook. The Inſtruments he. uſed ſerved to 
cultivate and improve, and to pare away 
what was ſuperfluous, and what was hurtful : 
He had no skill co hurt and deſtroy in the 
mountain. of the Lord. hg my 

His great knowledge did not puff him vp : 
His Charity and Humility and Modeſty held 
proportion to it. He was far removed from 
an high conceit of himſelf or contempt of 0- 
thers : He was far from being pert and talkas 
tive, 
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tive, far from oſtentation and ſhew, from in- 
ſulting over his Adverſary, or vaunting of his 
Victories. 

With reſpe&t to his Neighbour, He may 
be truly ſaid to have been a Righteous Man 
in the molt comprehenſive ſenſe of that 
word. 

He was exactly juſt to all men in his Deal- 
ings and Trade ; of this there is no queſtion : 
And thoſe that knew him well can tell that in 
making up his Accounts he was ſcrupulouſly 
{o, and took great care that an errour or m1- 
ſtake in his Correſpondent ſhould not be to 
his prejudice. He was greatly careful to do 
no wrong, and had learnt to forgive. I doubt 
not but the CharaRer given to Pomponius Attis 


cus belongs to him : Nullas inimicitias geſſit 3 c, nepor,p. 
quod neque ledebat quenquam ; neque ſiquam injuri- Attic. 


am acceperat., non malebat ulciſci, quam obliviſci. 
He had no quarrels, for he did no jury ; and if any 
were done to him, he rather choſe to forget than to re- 
venge. Thereare few men, perhaps, have paſled 
through the World with leſs offence to ic than 
this good man hath done. His ways pleaſed 
God, and He fo provided, that his Enemies 
(if he had any ſuch) ſhould be at peace with 


him. 
E But 
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But he: did not only do no harm, but did 
much good in the World : He was not only 
juſt to all, but merciful ro the afflicted, to the 
poor and needy. He had a great fenle of the 
miſeries of others : He wasa moſt compaſiio- 
nate Chriſtian. He did not love in word nor in 
rongue, bur in deed and in trurh. The love 
of God dwelt in him, and by this he was 
conſtrained, and could not ſhut up his Bowels 
of Compaſſion from his Brother. ' He need- 
ed no Motives, or Arguments, 'twas enough 
to name the Objects. He ſtood ready al 
ways and prepared, and neither wanted Abi- 
lity or Inclination to help the afflicted. 

Indeed this humble Soul avoided the no- 
tice, and the praiſe of men : He ghat in os 
ther things was open and free, ſtudied con« 
cealment here. He gave generally with his 
own hands, and wilely diſpoſed of his Cha« 
rity to thoke whom he thought the fitteſt Obs 
jects. Burt yet for all his Care and his Art 
he could not altogether be concealed. I have 
great reaſon to believe, from what I have the 
certain knowledge of,that he gave great ſumms 
and large proportions, and that both the pri- 
ſoners and other diſtreſſed perſons have loſt 
one of their greateſt Friends, and for his pro- 
portion 
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portion one of their moſt generous Benefa- 
&ors. Bur fince it was the pleaſure of our 
dear Brother to beſtow in ſecret, out of re- 
ſpe& and deference to his memory and his 
inclination I will not ſearch after the particu- 
lar inſtances of his Bounty. 

Certain it is, that ſhewing mercy is a 
great imication of God. Speaking the truth 
and doing good offices are the two things 
which render us like him. The Heathen 
juſtly ſhews his indignation againſt the impu- 
dence of thoſe who mention the quarrels, 
and feuds, and thefts, and villanies of their 


Gods, and adds, Deus eſt mortali juvare morta- = _ 
.* . F 4 . . © 
lem, & hac ad eternam gloriam via. To help © 4 


another is to be like God, and is the way to 
immortality. *Tis the beſt of our proper- 
ties. —-Titulis & faſcibus olim major habebatur 
donandt gloria 

In a word, our Dear Brother was a 
great example to us of modeſty and humility, 
of obedience to Superiours , of diligence in 
improving all the portions of his time, of fi- 
delity and integrity , of kindneſs and great 
calmneſs and prudence, if we conſider him 
as an Husband, a Father, a Neighbour or a 
Friend, 
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His latter end was like” his former life ; 
*twas even and undiſturbed : Hethen ſhewed 
his Faith-in God and refignation to his will, 
his concern: for the Church, and his well. 
grounded: hope' cf: eternal life. 

A little before his Death he called for his 
Family, and as became a dying Chriſtian, 
and one that was ſenſible of his departure 
' hence, he exhorted them eſpecially ro. two 
things, 

Firſt; That they ſhould preſerve in their 
minds a lively ſenſe, and make a thankful ac- 
knowledgment of the love of Chriſt , who 
for our lake: was content to become a man, 
and to ſubmit to. Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs. He required them to conſider that 
this was for our ſakes purely, and thar Jeſus 
could be induced: by no. intereſt. ro do this, 
but that which was peculiarly: and ſolely 
@Urs. 

Secondly, That they would be fteady and 
- eonſtant in: a courſe of Piery and: true Religi- 
en, well knowing the hazzards and tempta- 
tions of this mortal! life, and that we loſe our 
labaur iþ we do not perſevere -unto- the end. 

Having faid theſe things he prayed that 
God weld ſend them an happy meeting in a- 
gether and better World! Having 
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Haviig ſet his houle in order, and; diſpoſed 
himſelf for another World, he gave up his 
Spirit into the hands of his God, his merciful 
Creator, , which. (I make no doubt) is added 
to the Spirits of Jult Men made perfect. 

Thus did our dear Friend live in the World, 
and thus did he leave ic. He lived above ir, 
and was prepared to leave it. He was one 
of the greateſt Patterns of the Chriſtian Life 
that this age hath produced, and did by his 
life prove the truth and prafticablenzſs of. the 
Chriſtian Do&trine, and exprels the luſtre and 
goodlinels of Chriſtianity at the ſame time. 
In him we might ſee the lovelynels of Religi- 
on, and how well fitted it is to. mend our 
own tempers, and to render us uſeful to the 
World. 

In him we might behold great knowledge 
and the profoundelt humility. Aa ability to 
reach others, and the greateſt docibility or 
readineſs to learn : The courage and reſolu- 
tion of a Confeſfor, and.at the ſame time'the 
humility: of a little Child. . A great Charity 
without vaunting, a great. Zeal* wichout fa- 
con, and a diligent purſuit of truth wicthour: 
dogmatizing. or ſtudy of Parties. 

Ia. his convesſe with others he was grave but: 
not 
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not moroſe, very gentle and friendly, highly 
civil and obliging. His diſcourſe was ſerious 
and heavenly, not frothy and trifling. He 
ſpake well of mankind, and was very prone to 
hope the beſt of all. He was not full of diſ- 
courſe, but it was always like the good man, 
modeſt and inoffenſive, and ſuch as miniſtred 
to edifie or inſtruct. 

He had a great ſenſe of any evil that the 
Church of God felt, and perhaps few men that ' 
lived were more concerned than he for the ſut- 
ferings of his fellow Chriſtians : Bur ſtill he 
was far from murmuring or difidence, but 
had a ſtedfaſt Faith in God's Providence, and 
did greatly incourage others to hope in God : 
He well conſidered the uſefulneſs of afflitions, 
and endeavoured to good purpole to awaken 
men to pray fervently for the Church of Chriſt, 
and to depend upon God for the fulfilling all 
thoſe excellent promiſes which have not as 
yet received their accompliſhment. 

He was for a very conſiderable part of his 
life a Man of Trade and worldly Buſineſs ; 
God blefled his endeavours, ' and the good 
man plyed his calling ; but his great care was 
to labour for the Bread that endureth. He was 
more careful ro keep the World out of his 

. heart, 
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heart, than to get it into his poſſeſſion : He 
was not only juit and charicable, when he 
rrafhick'd and dealt in worldly things, but hea- 
venly alſo. He did not relinquiſh the World, 
and then pretend to deſpiſe it. He overcame 
the World more generoully ; He kepr in it 
and was abſtratted from it ; He uſed ic, bur 
was as if he uſed it not. He was Religious in 
his Shop, Heavenly-minded upon the Ex- 
change, innocent and undefiled in the preſs 
and crowd of crafty, and defigning, and de- 
 praved men. 

For ſome time before his Death he left off 
Trading, and gave himſelf ro Reading and 
Devotion, to fervent Prayers and Meditations 
of Heaven and keavenly things, to Works of 
Piety and Charity, and the cloſe conſideration 
of his ſtate toward God. He wiſely conſidered 
that it was fir there ſhould be a conſiderable 
ſpace of time allowed between the hurries of 
life and the great work of dying well. He 
knew when he had enough of the World, and 
had learnt the true uſe of Riches. And now 
he diſpenſed to others what he had gained in 
his younger time : And he took care to ſeaſon 
what he lefc behind him by Alms and acts of 
mercy and relief. < 
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22 A Funcral Sermon. 

In a word,” He was a very eminent Exam- 
ple of Chriſtian Vertues, greatly efteem'd by 
all good and wile men who knew him, and 
mean only in his own Eyes. 

And what caule have we who ſarvive to 
bleſs God for ſuch an eminent example of Pi- 
ety and Charity, of mecknels and humblenels 
of mind, and: thoſe other Virtues which ren- 
dered him con{picuous. | 

I think upon the whole matter I may apply 

De Orat, to him what Cicero ſaid*upon the. Death: of 
1.3" ,« Craſſus, Non tamereptam ei Vitam -4 Diis-mmors 
' talibus, Jed donatam mortem. 'Ehat God: cannot ſo 

properly be ſaid to have taken away bis life as ts have 

beſtowed death upon bim as a Boon and great Bleſ- 

fing. God of his infinice mercy grant/that we 

may follow the example of our Dear Brother, 

Heb. 6, 12. and that-we may not be flothfal but followers of 
them who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 


miſe, 


a4 
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THE- END. 


